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This question is quite difficult and, at the same time, easy to answer, as the two 
other similar pieces recorded were scientifically excavated.
We know that these were found in the tomb of Liu Sheng also known as King 
Jing of the Zhongshan Kingdom 中山靖王劉勝.
But we do not know if those vessels were made for Liu Sheng, or were later 
presented as gifts to him, or whether they were perhaps confiscated from their 
previous owner, possibly a prince from another southern state, who may have 
participated in the Rebellion of the Seven States 七國之亂, circa 154 B.C., as is 
the case with several other items found in Liu Sheng’s 劉勝 tomb, such as the 
glass-inlaid vessel hu bearing an inscription indicating that its previous owner 
was the King of Chu 楚王.
Thus it is reasonable to conjecture that the present vessel was owned by a very 
high ranking member of the Han aristocracy, probably a prince.
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